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CHAPTER 1: THE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT VISION

INTRODUCTION

Everything has a price tag: every rifle, bullet, artillery piece, and ultimately every
operation. The financial manager’s function is to ensure that his commander receives the
financial resources (e.g., obligation authority, dollars) when and where he needs it for
mission accomplishment. This applies in peace as well as during all operations.

THE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT VISION

The financial management vision is of effective financial management support to
the commander. This support provides a significant combat and logistics multiplier.
Financial management is comprised of the two mutually supportive core processes of
finance operations and resource management operations. Commanders on tomorrow’s
battlefield will not have the burden of a large logistical tail. The Army will conduct
operations in austere environments, and in many cases at great distances from home
station support. Requirements for contracting, subsistence (to include fresh fruit, water,
etc.), billeting, transportation, communications, labor, and a myriad of other supplies and
services will be necessary for successful mission accomplishment and survival.

Financial management operations provide the commander with many necessary
capabilities, from contracting and banking support to cost capturing and fund control.
The operational commander must integrate his financial managers into all patterns of
operations to fully accomplish the mission. The financial management force is capable of
providing modular and tailorable units which can and will deploy along with the
supported force.

The Principles of War

The principles of war are the bedrock of Army doctrine. They provide general
guidance for the conduct of military operations. Today’s force projection Army adheres
to these principles. Figure 1-1 demonstrates the financial management vision of how
financial management operations are integrated into the operational commander’s plans.
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The Tenets of Army Operations

Success on and off the battlefield depends on the ability to conduct operations in
accordance with the five tenets of Army operations. These tenets drive training and
doctrine. Figure 1-2 shows the five tenets of Army operations and how the financial
manager supports them.
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STEWARDSHIP

Webster’s Dictionary defines stewardship as “the management of another person’s
property, finances, or other affairs.” The Army, as a corporate body, and especially its
financial managers are stewards of property, finances, and other affairs of the American
people. The Army is vested with the public’s trust and confidence for defending the
nation. Its members have a responsibility for entrusted resources. Financial management
is an integral part of the commander’s role in fulfilling this responsibility. During
peacetime, responsible financial management is essential to sustaining and modernizing
the Army, maintaining its readiness posture, and efficiently allocating and prioritizing the
usage of scarce resources. During operations, effective financial management enhances
the warfighters’ ability to achieve victory or operational success.

“Stewardship” may be defined in an operational context as the financial manager’s
ability to get the right resources to the right commands at the right time. This enables
commanders to accomplish their missions. In a broad sense, commanders and principal
staff officers at all echelons are the primary stewards of resources. More traditionally,
however, financial managers are those personnel responsible for the stewardship of
monetary resources.

FORCE XXI OPERATIONS
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The future Army -- Force XXI -- must design organizations and develop capabilities
that allow it to be rapidly tailorable, rapidly expandable, strategically deployable, and
effectively employable. Force XXI will operate as part of a joint and multinational team
to achieve decisive results. Force XXI must exploit the Total Army to include civilian
and reserve component capabilities. Five characteristics define Force XXI: doctrinal
flexibility, strategic mobility, tailorability and modularity, joint and multinational
connectivity, and versatility to function in all operations. Effective financial management
support to commanders is a critical component of the Force XXI Army.
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